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ABSTRACT 

While critically studying and enumerating the plants of selected families of Andaman 
an d Nicobar ^Islands, few species, which were hitherto unrecorded for India or for Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands or poorly known in the floras or literature concerning the area, were found. 
These are presented in this note. 


ACANTHACEAE 

Hygropbila pusilla Bl. Bijdr. FI. Ned. 804. 

1826; Bremekamp in Verh. Nederl. Akad. 

Wetensch. Arast. Afd. Natuurk., sec. 2, 

45(2): 14. 1948 ; Back. & Bakh. f. FI. Java 

2: 570. 1965. H. saxatilis Ridl. in Trans. 

Linn. Soc. 3: 333. 1893 et FI. Mai. Pen. 

2: 566. 1923. 

Tufted herbs up to 15 cm tall. Branches 
thin, quadrangular, nodes thickened and less 
than 12 mm apart. Leaves opposite, lanceo¬ 
late (-spathulate), obtuse, 2-4 cm long, 4.5- 
5 mm broad, glabrous, entire or subcrenate; 
cystoliths numerous, slender, on both sur¬ 
faces. Flowers 1 - 3, axillary, subsessile. 
Bracts linear-lanceolate, glabrous, -j- 5 mm 
long; bracteoles oblong-lanceolate. Calyx 5 - 
7 mm, 5-fid ; segments unequal, acute, short- 
hairy at apex, with numerous cystoliths, re¬ 
flexed in capsule. Corolla 8-12 mm long, 
bilabiate, white with purple tinge; upper 
lip erect, shortly bifid, lower lip 3-lobed, pal¬ 
ate, sparsely hairy. Stamens 4, attached at 
the middle of the corolla-tube, didynamous, 
connected pairwise by a membrane. Ovary 
glabrous, 2-celled, many ovuled, d; 2 mm 
long. Capsule oblong-linear, glabrous, 
about r cm long; seeds less than to (mostly 
7) in each valve, borne on retinacula. 

Occurring on rocks and crevices, near 
water-courses and swampy locations. 

Date of receipt*. 18-9,80. Date of acceptance: 15,11.81 


Distribution : Andaman Islands, Malaya 
and Java. 

Specimen examined ; L. Andamans: Hut 
Bay, N. Bhargava 3369 (PBL). 

This species hitherto unknown from India, 
is recorded for the first time from Andaman 
Islands. 

It differs from H. salicifolia Nees, in plants 
being shorter than 15 cm, internodes never 
longer than 12 mm, calyx lobes unequal with 
one segment longer than others and seeds 
less than 10 in each valve. 

Mananthes sumatrana (Miq.) Bremekamp 

in Verh. Nederl. Akad. "Wetensch. Amst. 

Afd. Natuurk. sec. 2, 45 (2): 59. 1948; 

Back. & Bakh. f. FI. Java 2: 589. 1965. 

Gendarussa ? sumatrana Miq. FI. Ind. Bat. 

2: 832. 1858; Clarke in Hk. f. FI. Brit. 

Ind. 4: 534. 1885, pro syn. Justicia suma¬ 
trana (Miq.) Kurz in J. As. Soc. Beng. 

45(3): 14a- i8 7 6 - 

Hebrs. Stems erect, thickened at nodes, 
shortly pubescent. Leaves elliptic-oblong 
from cuneate base or ovate from obtuse, 
slightly oblique base, long or short acumi¬ 
nate, entire -sub-crenate, 10-22 cm long, 4.5- 
9 cm broad, glabrous or short hairy on 
nerves beneath ; cystoliths numerous, lineo- 
late ; petiole 1 - 9 cm. Inflorescence termi¬ 
nal, simple or branched in lax spikes ; rachis- 
es thin, pubescent with ordinary and glandu¬ 
lar hairs. Flowers 1 - 3, distantly placed in 
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Fig* I. Mamnthes sumatrana (Miq.) Bremek. ; 
a * Tvvig. b. Flower, c. Corolla, split open. d. Anther 
thecae, e. Young capsule, f. Seed with retinacula. 


the axils of triangular, 3 - 4 mm long bracts. 
Calyx deeply 5-parted; sepals subequal, 
linear, acute, glandular hairy, 4.5 - 6 mm 
long. Corolla tube short, limb bilabiate, 
upper lip emarginate with a style-channel, 
lower lip paiate, 3-nd, glandular hairy out¬ 
side, white, 1 1.25 cm long. Stamens 2, fila¬ 
ments glabrous, inserted at the widening of 
corolla tube, connective broad; anther cells 
2 at unequal levels, the lower one with ob¬ 
tuse basal spur. Stigma slightly broadened, 
2-lobed ; style glabrous or pubescent at base ; 
ovary 2-celled, glabrous or pubescent on top. 
Capsule stipitate, short-hairy, -j- 1.75 cm 
long; seeds 4, tuberculate on well developed 
retinacula. (Fig. 1, a-f.) 

Fairly common in forests adjoining sea¬ 
shores. 


Distribution : Nicobar Islands, Java, and 
Sumatra. 

Specimens examined : N. Nicobars: 
Katchal Is., Kurz s. n. (CAL!); Ibid. Kap- 
anga, P. Chakraborty 2094 (PBL); Ibid. P. 
Chakraborty j 159 (PBL); Ibid. Vasudeva 
Rao 7474 (PBL). S. Nicobars; Gt. Nicobar 
Is.: Campbell Bay, Balakrishnan 2736 
(PBL); Galathea, Balakrishnan 3818 (PBL). 

The species was not so far collected after 
Kurz’s report nearly a hundred years ago 
from Katchal Island. 

Kurz’s specimen collected in Feb. 1875, 
identified as Justicia sumatrana and also the 
specimen of Chakraborty 2094 have very 
broad, ovate leaves with subcordate or ob¬ 
tuse, slightly oblique bases. These are com¬ 
parable to Mananthes simalurensis Bremek., 
a nomen nudum, so far not published valid¬ 
ly. After studying the type of M. simalur¬ 
ensis it is found that except for the shape 
and base of lamina, this species agrees fully 
with M. sumatrana. The leaf variability is 
to be studied further in population all along 
its distribution range to determine whether 
these two species can be demarcated. 

APOCYNACEAE 

Alyxia reinwardtii Bl. var. incida (Wall.) 

Markgr. in Blumea 23(2): 389. 1977. A. 

lucida Wall, in Roxb. FI. Ind. ed. Carey 

2: 540. 1824; Hk. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 3: 635. 

1882 ; Ridley, FI. Mai. Pen. 2: 332. 1923; 

Back & Bakh. f. FI. Java 2: 230. 1965. 

Climbing shrubs. Branches grey, branch- 
lets ribbed. Leaves opposite or 3-4 whorled, 
coriaceous, glabrous, elliptic to obovate, ob¬ 
tuse or rarely subacute to short acuminate 
at apex, base cuneate, 4-9 cm long, 2-3.5 
cm broad ; lateral nerves many, ± 2 mm 
apart, arising at 80 0 - 70° from midrib; peti¬ 
ole 2-7 mm. Inflorescence few flowered, 
thyrsoid, glabrous or pubescent, peduncle 2- 
7 mm, pedicel ± 2 mm. Calyx 5-lobed, 
lobes ovate-lanceolate, ±2 mm long, pubes¬ 
cent outside and ciliate. Corolla tube glab¬ 
rous outside, pubescent inside, slightly swol- 





102 


BULLETIN OF THE BOTANICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 


[Vol. 22 



Fig. 2. Alyxia reinwardtii Bl. var. lucida (Wall.) Markgr. : 

a. Twig. b. Flower, c. L. S. of corolla, d. Gynoe- 
cium. e. Fruits. 


len and thickened at top, 5-8 mm long, 
pink; lobes ovate-oblong, obtuse, overlap¬ 
ping to the left in bud, ± 2 mm long, white. 
Stamens 5, attached at the top of the tube, 
filaments very short, anthers sagittate, ± 1 
mm long. Ovary globose, setose-hairy. 
Maricarps ellipsoid, obtuse, ± 12 mm long, 
-J-- 8 mm broad. (Fig. 2, a-e.) 

In inland forests from 30 m to 700 m 
above m.s.l. 

Distribution: Andaman Islands, Thailand, 
Malaya, Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Philippines 
and S. Celebes. 

Specimens examined: Many unidentified 
collections made from Andaman Islands 
between 1891 1894 (CAL I). 

N. Andamans: Saddle Peak, Balakrish- 
nan 5184 (PBL); Ibid, Balakrishnan 5385 


(PBL); Ibid. Balakrishnan & Nair 4740 
(PBL). S. Andamans : Dhanikhari, Vasu- 
deva Rao 7532 (PBL); Rutland Isl., C. G. 
Rogers 282 (CAL!). 

Although Markgraf (l.c.) includes Anda¬ 
man Islands under the distribution of the 
species Alyxia reinwardtii Bl., she does not 
mention the region for this variety or re¬ 
inwardtii proper (or any other varieties). 
From the size of the fruits and shape of 
leaves, it is confirmed that var. lucida oc¬ 
curs in these islands and has not been re¬ 
corded earlier from India. 


ASCLEPIADACEAE 

Geniaathus laurifolius (Roxb.) Hk. f. FI. 

Brit. India 4: 16. 1883. Asclepias lauri- 
folia Roxb. FI. Ind. ed. Carey 2: 49. 1832. 
Toxocarpus laurifolius (Roxb.) Wight, 
Contrib. Ind. Bot. 61. 1834 et Ic. 2: t. 598. 
1840-1843. 

Rare, few; climbing shrubs in inland 
forests. 

Distribution : Peninsular and North¬ 

eastern India, Andaman Islands, Burma 
and Bangla Desh. 

Specimens examined : S. Andamans : 
Havelock Is., R. Ansart 1382 (PBL). L. 
Andamans: Hut Bay, N. Bhargava 3282 
(PBL). 

This is recorded for the first time for 
Andaman Islands. 


ASTERACEAE 

Sphaeranthus affricanus L. Sp. PI. ed. 2, 

1314. 1762; Hk. f. FI. Brit. India 3: 275. 
1881 ; Ridl. FI. Mal. Pen. 2: 180. 1923; 
Ross-Craig in Hk. Ic. PI., 6(1): 18, t. 3201 
A. 1954 ; Back. & Bakh. f. FI. Java 2: 391. 
1965. S. microcephalus Willd. Sp. PI. 3: 
2395. 1801 ; Kurz in J. As. Soc. Beng. 
45(3) : *37- *876- indicus Kurz Ibid. 
46(2): 183. 1877 ; S. indicus auct non L.: 
sensu Thothathri in Bull. bot. Surv. India 
2: 366. i960. 

Fairly common aromatic herbs in paddy 
fields and surroundings. 
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Distribution : India, Malaya, Burma, 

China, Philippines, Australia, Sri Lanka, 
Africa, Madagascar. 

Specimens examined: S. Andamans: 
Thothathri 9019 (PBL, CAL); Humfraygunj, 
Ellis & Ramamurthy 18836 (PBL); Herberta- 
bad, Balakrishnan 686 (PBL). 

This species is often confused with S. in- 
dicus L. in herbarium and can be easily 
distinguished by the glabrous, narrowly to 
broadly oblong-spathulate capitulum bracts, 
while S. indie us L. has shortly villose, cili- 
ate, oblanceolate to linear or linear-filiform 
capitulum bracts. 

CONVOLVULACEAE 

Hewittia sublobata (L. f.) O. Ktze. Rev. Gen. 
PI. 441. 1891 ; van Ooststr. in FI. Males, 
ser. I, 4: 438, f. 22. 1953. Convolvulus 
sublobatus L. f. Suppl. 135. 1781. C. bico¬ 
lor Vahl, Symb. Bot. 3: 25. 1794. Hewit¬ 
tia bicolor (Vahl) Wight & Arnott, Madr. 
J. Sci. 5: 22. 1837 ; Wight, Ic. 3: t. 835. 
1844-1845; Clarke in Hk. f. FI. Brit. India 
4.' 216. 1883. 

Densely pubescent herbaceous climbers 
with ovate, cordate leaves. Flowers with 
5 unequal sepals, hairy, ciliate ; 3 outer ones 
large, ovate and 2 inner, narrow lanceolate 
with scarious margin at base. 

Distribution-.' Widely distributed in Pale- 
otropics (Tropical Africa, Asia. Polynesia. 
Malesia). ' J 

Specimen examined : N. Andamans: 
Near Durgapur, Balakrishnan & Nair 4704 
(PBL). ' 

This can be easily distinguished by the 
characteristic calyx. Recorded for the first 
time from the Andaman Islands. 

Opercullna riedeliana (Oliv.) Ooststr. in Blu- 
mea 3: 366. 1939 et in FI. Males, ser. I, 4: 
457. 1953. Ipomoea riedeliana Oliv. in Hk. 
Ic. 3: 5, t. 1424. 1883. Merremia platypel- 
tis Prain in J. As. Soc. Beng. 74(2): 307. 
1906. 

Twiners. Stem terete, more or less woody. 
Leaves ovate to orbicular, rarely oblong, 8- 


20 cm long, 6-15 cm broad, abruptly acu¬ 
minate, base cordate or rounded. Petiole 
slender, 2-10 cm long. Inflorescence 1- 
many flowered. Peduncles terete at base, 
applanate above. Pedicels clavate, much 
thickened in fruit. Corolla broad, funnel- 
shaped, pubescent inside, 4-5 cm long, pale 
yellow or rarely white, midpetaline bands 
sericeo-pilose outside. Capsule 2.5 - 3 cm 
diam. Seeds up to 14 mm long, -j- 10 mm 
broad, brownish-black, densely pilose on 
margins. 

Common in littoral forests. 

Distribution: Andaman and Nicobar Is¬ 
lands, Indo-China (?), Malaysia, Moluccas, 
Philippines, New Guinea. 

Specimens examined : N. Andamans: 
Aerial Bay, N. G. Hair 4892 (PBL). S. Anda¬ 
mans; Wandur, N. G. Nair 3633 (PBL). L. 
Andamans: Harmander Bay, N. Bhargava 
2364 (PBL). N. Nicobars: Car Nicobar Is., 
N. G. Nair 3543 (PBL). S. Nicobars: Gt. 
Nicobar Is.: Campbell Bay, Balakrishnan 
3081 (PBL). 

This can be easily distinguished from the 
allied species, Operculina turpethum (L.) S. 
Manso, by the terete stems without wings, 
larger, orbicular, broadly rounded or shal¬ 
lowly emarginate sepals, and larger seeds 
with pilose-papillose margin. 

This species is a new record for India 
from Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
Stictocardia tilifolia (Desr.) Hallier, f. Bot. 

Jahrb. 18: 159. 1894 (tiliaefoHa’) ; Ooststr. 

in FI. Males, ser. I, 4: 491. f. 57 c-f. 1953. 

Convolvulus tiliaefolius Desr. in Lamk. 

Encycl. 3: 544. 1789. Argyreia tiliaefolia 

Wight, Ic. 4: t. 1358. 1848 ; Clarke in Hk. 

f. FI. Brit. Ind. 4: 184. 1883. 

Woody climbers. Young stems terete, pu¬ 
bescent to glabrescent. Leaves broadly ovate, 
cordate, shortly acuminate, acumen obtuse, 
mucronulate, 6-15 cm long, 4-15 cm broad, 
lower surface minutely black gland-dotted. 
Inflorescence 1 - 3 - flowered, axillary; pedun¬ 
cle pubescent. Sepals 5, subequal, orbicular. 
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up to 5 cm long, much enlarged in fruit. 
Capsule enclosed by disintegrating sepals, 
globose, ± 3 cm diam. Seeds -j- 8 mm long, 
black, pubescent. 

Rare in Andaman Islands. 

Distribution : Circumtropical. 

Specimen examined-. S. Andamans: On 
way to Mt. Harriet, N. G. Nair 776 (PBL). 

Distinct by the minute, black, gland-dots 
on the abaxial surface of leaves and sepals 
disintegrating to leave vascular frame work 
surrounding the fruits. 


[Vol. 32 

Recorded from Andaman Islands for the 
first time. 
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